Town of Mineral Springs  

Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department  

5804 Waxhaw Highway  

Town Council

Regular Meeting

July 14, 2005 ~ 7:30 PM 

Minutes 
The Town Council of the Town of Mineral Springs, North Carolina, met in Regular Session in the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department, Mineral Springs, North Carolina, at 7:30 p.m. on July 14, 2005

Present:
Mayor Frederick Becker III, Mayor Pro Tem Alice Mabe, Councilman Henry Blythe, Councilman Jerry Countryman, Councilwoman Janet Critz, Councilwoman Lundeen Cureton, Councilwoman Peggy Neill, Town Clerk Vicky Brooks, Tax Collector Libby Andrews-Henson, and Town Attorney Bobby Griffin.

With a quorum present Mayor Becker called the Regular Town Council Meeting of July 14, 2005 to order at 7:36 p.m.   

1.
Opening 
· Councilwoman Critz provided the invocation.

· Pledge of Allegiance.

2.
Public Comments 

· There were no comments made.

3.
Approval of the Public Hearings/Regular Minutes from June 9, 2005  

· Councilwoman Cureton referred to page 112 where Councilman Blythe made reference to the “black” church on Highway 75.  Councilwoman Cureton noted that there are four churches on Highway 75 that have both black and white people in them.        

· Councilwoman Neill made a motion to approve the June 9, 2005 minutes and Councilwoman Critz.   The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Blythe, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, Mabe, and Neill 

Nays: None 

4.
Tax Collector’s Report

· Libby Andrews-Henson reported on the tax collections for the month of June 2005.  The 1999 tax report showed no additional collections.  Total tax collected is $25,485.46 with a balance due of $233.96 on 15 properties.  A list of the 1999 property taxes unpaid is attached to the report. 
· The 2000 tax report showed additional collections in the amount of $10.30 of which $5.59 was late fees/advertisement leaving the actual taxes collected $4.71.  Total tax collected is $34,155.30 with a balance due of $265.93 on 23 properties.   A list of the 2000 property taxes unpaid is attached to the report.
· The 2001 tax report showed additional collections of $10.35 of which $5.64 was late fees/advertisement leaving the total collection of $4.71.  Total tax collected is $36,388.65 with a balance due of $303.53 on 30 properties.  A list of the 2001 property taxes unpaid is attached to the report.    
· The 2002 tax report showed additional collections of $9.81 of which $5.10 was late fees/advertisement leaving the actual tax collected $4.71.  Total tax collected is $36,070.45 with a balance due of $906.28 on 54 properties.  A list of the 2002 property taxes unpaid is attached to the report.
· The 2003 tax report showed additional collections of $44.56 of which $24.28 was late fees/advertisement leaving the actual tax collected $20.28.  Total tax collected is $34,123.80 with a balance due of $719.76 on 56 properties.   A list of the 2003 property taxes unpaid is attached to the report.
· The 2003 annexation tax report showed additional collections of $52.32 of which $2.75 was late fees leaving the actual tax collected $49.57.    Total tax collected is $774.16 with a balance due of $186.59 on 36 properties.  A list of the 2003 annexation property taxes unpaid is attached to the report. 
· The 2004 tax report showed additional collections of $933.52 of which $55.53 was late fees/advertisement leaving the actual tax collected $877.99.  Total tax collected is $40,494.84 with a balance due of $2,374.64 on 78 properties.  A list of the 2004 property taxes unpaid is attached to the report.
· Councilman Countryman asked Libby Andrews-Henson how long the town keeps the furthest back taxes.  Ms. Henson responded that they are kept until the town decides to discontinue them (ten years is the maximum); the taxes will always be due and collectable, but the tax collector would not be charged with them.  Ms. Henson further commented that she would prefer to continue back to 1999, because we are slowly but surely collecting that money.    
· Councilwoman Cureton made a motion to approve the tax collector’s report as written and Councilwoman Mabe seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes: Blythe, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, Mabe, and Neill 

Nays: None

5.
Finance Officer’s Report
· Mayor Becker reported that this is the preliminary end of the year report; the fiscal year ends on June 30th.  The town still has accounts receivable for fiscal year 2004-2005; a franchise payment that doesn’t come until September and all the sales tax revenue up to June 30th.   There are very few accounts payable for fiscal year 2004-2005; payments are due to Centralina Council of Governments and for the Board of Adjustment training fee.  The June finance report shows that a franchise payment was received in the amount of $21,589.  Expenditures included the payment for the copier.  The spreadsheet shows that the town is well within the budget on everything.  An interesting note would be that property tax collections is closed out now; the town budgeted $2,225 for prior years taxes and collected $2,298 and budgeted $40,620 on current year taxes and collected $40,680.   Mayor Becker pointed out an un-cleared deposit on the checking account statement; the deposit was made on April 26th and when it did not appear on the bank statement in May or June Mayor Becker contacted the bank.  The bank found that the deposit went into another account in error and corrected it.   Councilwoman Critz suggested that some publications (John Crompton and others) that were recommended by Mr. Walters be ordered; these would be helpful to have on hand in the office for the planning board/council members.  Mayor Becker commented that the recommended books (planning/open space and the economic benefits of it) would be a couple hundred dollars; this expenditure would come from Office Miscellaneous.  If the council did not have any objections Town Clerk Vicky Brooks could order the books.    Councilman Countryman requested that color fonts be used to enhance the readability of the finance reports, particularly for the total income/total expenses/grand total; highlighting those areas would make them easier to read.  Mayor Becker explained that while the computer generated report is in color the town’s copier is black/white which picks the colors up as gray and the color inkjet printer is very time consuming.  Mayor Becker added that he would try to make the black/white report more readable with indentations; if not color copies can be made available to council members upon request.                          
· Councilman Countryman made a motion to approve the finance officer’s report as written and Councilwoman Critz seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:



Ayes:  Blythe, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, Mabe, and Neill

Nays: None

6.
Audit Contract

· Mayor Becker pointed out the audit contract on table in front of the council in the amount of $2,800, which is what was budgeted for the audit. It is the Local Government Commission approved contract format.  The council will just need to approve the audit contract with Robert M. Burns if they are satisfied with it.  

· Councilwoman Neill made a motion to approve the audit contract and Councilwoman Cureton seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:


Ayes:  Blythe, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, Mabe, and Neill

Nays: None
7.
Consideration of Approving Expenditures for the Christmas Decorations  
· Mayor pro tem Mabe reported that a contract in the amount of $2,889 was received from Linda’s Yard Art to make the star decoration 3’ X 4’, which is acceptable for the poles; the price may be slightly lower depending on the number of lights used.  The contract from Williams Electric for the installation of the boxes on the poles is $2,800, which is $32 per pole more than anticipated.  The costs should balance out to what was expected.     

· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to approve the contract with Williams Electric and Linda’s Yard Art and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:   
 

Ayes:  Blythe, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, Mabe, and Neill

Nays: None

· Mayor pro tem Mabe noted that she will contact Linda’s Yard Art and Williams Electric.  The brackets still need to be dealt with.  Mayor Becker asked if Linda’s Yard Art and Ernie Creech from Condor Flag would coordinate the brackets.  Mayor pro tem Mabe responded that she hoped so.     

8.
Update on Zoning Ordinance Violations
· Councilwoman Critz reported that she had spoken with Zoning Administrator Bill Pugh and Attorney Bobby Griffin and the conclusion was that there are already provisions within the zoning ordinance for fines for various violations.  What the town had failed to do is to ask the Zoning Administrator to follow up on these with contacts; the initial front would be to ask Nadine or Bill to contact the person who is in violation informing them of the violation, how to correct it and to the fact that they will be fined if it isn’t corrected in a certain number of days.  Councilwoman Critz was advised by Mr. Griffin that the council should come up with a time frame (possibly on a case by case basis) such as thirty, sixty, or 90 days; if the violator does not comply then the Zoning Administrator needs to be informed to hand it over to Mr. Griffin who will take the appropriate legal action.  Councilwoman Critz stated that the town does not need to change anything within the ordinance; “we just need a protocol to administer it”.  What was suggested to Councilwoman Critz is: 1) The council needs to empower the Zoning Administrator to make the contacts with the information from what is already existing in the ordinance; 2) Come up with an outline to make judgments on a case by case basis at which point it would be turned over to Mr. Griffin to follow through with legal actions and; 3) inform the Planning Board/Board of Adjustment/Council that the Zoning Administrator needs to be contacted.  Mayor Becker asked if the council should have the Zoning Administrator draft a set of policies for the council to approve with a time frame for when to contact the attorney.  Councilwoman Critz responded that that would be a good idea; a time frame between thirty and ninety days with the ability to do it on a case by case basis, because there may be circumstances in which you would want to give someone more time.  Mr. Griffin commented that it was his understanding that the town has zoning and land use ordinances in effect now (a violation of this carries a civil penalty), but the Zoning Administrator does not run around looking for violations; he/she only does that upon notification from the council.  Mr. Griffin thought that the council would prefer a council vote for the Zoning Administrator to investigate and assess the fine if there is a violation, rather than just a board member calling him/her up.  Other little towns that don’t have a staff and full time land use departments handle it in that way; a council member or somebody would bring to the attention of the council that there is a violation of enough importance and seriousness that the council should consider having the Zoning Administrator go out and investigate and report back to the council.  It is the Zoning Administrator’s duty to enforce the ordinance by notifying the person that he/she is in violation and that a civil penalty will be levied.  The point the council comes in is when you wish for the attorney to get involved to sue to collect the fines that accumulate daily and perhaps ask the court for an injunction on that person from further violation. Mr. Griffin commented that the town already had that in place, all the council needed to do was enforce it by bringing it before themselves and deciding if the complaint warrants the Zoning Administrator to investigate the violation and report back as quickly as possible.  The attorney would get involved at whatever point the council wishes for the fine to be exacted through the courts; at the same time the lawsuit to collect the civil penalty is filed the Town could ask the court to enforce the ordinance requiring the person to no longer violate it or he/she would be in contempt of court.  That worked very well in an adjoining town and in the final analysis the council abated the fines (just never collected), but they got rid of the problem by levying that fine and spending two or three thousand dollars.   Mayor Becker commented that the town isn’t in the business of making money off of violations; they’d rather that the violations be abated.  Mr. Griffin informed the council that someone (Zoning Administrator/Council, etc.) would have to go by daily or weekly to see if there is a violation, because you can only access the fine for that violation for which someone sees or can testify to.      Councilwoman Critz added that the council had previously talked about a nuisance ordinance, but there is a lot that can be done without going into that arena; the Town has not been following a protocol and the Zoning Administrator has not been called upon enough nor have we engaged the attorney’s services at all.  The Town needs to decide what the degree of complaint is before bringing it to the council.  Mayor Becker suggested that the Zoning Administrator can inform the violator of the initial violation, but when it gets to the collection and enforcement the council would act, because it involves retaining the attorney, which involves a commitment/expense/legal action at that point.   Mayor Becker further suggested that a draft be put together by the Zoning Administrator putting together a time line that spells it out.    Mr. Griffin commented that he did not believe that was needed; if a council member had a concern about a violation that he/she perceives might exist then that council member could make a motion to have the Zoning Administrator go out and enforce the ordinance on this particular piece of property.   Mayor Becker pointed out that the Town has had situations where a neighbor will call the Zoning Administrator directly saying “my next door neighbor has junk cars or my next door neighbor is conducting a business” and the Zoning Administrator has in some cases investigated that.  Mr. Griffin stated that the Zoning Administrator probably has a duty to do that; with Monroe having a full time staff they do it automatically if you call down there, but in Mineral Springs sometimes you go through the council.  Mayor Becker replied that the Zoning Administrator may want to have a couple of calls or a written letter, because it costs the Town; we’re paying on a contract basis for his hourly time to come out and look at a violation.  Mayor Becker didn’t believe that the Zoning Administrator would want to go on “wild goose chases”.  Mr. Griffin suggested a screening process.    Councilman Countryman commented that the logical thing to do would be to have any of those types of complaints funneled to the council either through a council member or directly to the clerk for a council review and then if the council deems it appropriate after a investigation, then that information be provided to the Zoning Administrator and then the Zoning Administrator would do what they are supposed to do.  Councilwoman Mabe suggested that it would be helpful if the letter of complaint was accompanied by pictures.    Mayor Becker added that the process may take a little longer because you have to wait for a meeting to be scheduled, but at least at that point we are heading in the right direction.  Councilman Countryman added that this process would eliminate those situations of the “boy crying wolf” and the Zoning Administrator billing the Town for something that may not be necessary; it would be a really good filtering system for the council to make a determination if the violation is serious enough for the Zoning Administrator to be involved.   Mayor Becker clarified that the council would give the Zoning Administrator guidelines of what steps to follow and how to follow them.  Councilman Countryman added that it might be appropriate to have the attorney or the clerk jot down some things in terms of what action steps need to be taken and we would follow them that way each time.  Councilman Countryman made a motion that we have the clerk develop an official protocol as to how the process would take place, essentially that means that complaints be brought back to the council, the council then would make a determination if it was serious enough to take it to the Zoning Administrator and then if that’s the case the Zoning Administrator would do what they are supposed to do.  Councilwoman Mabe added that the Zoning Administrator needs to be apprised of that so that they don’t act on their own without the council having asked them to.  Councilman Countryman agreed that the Zoning Administrator should be made aware of the policy that he/she is not going to take calls directly.  Councilwoman Critz added that the Zoning Administrator can call Town Clerk Vicky Brooks if he/she hears from a constituent.  Mayor Becker mentioned that Councilman Countryman was in the middle of a motion to have the clerk draft a protocol (outline) of the process.  Councilman Blythe seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  



Ayes:  Blythe, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, Mabe, and Neill

Nays: None   
9.
Consideration of Approval Contract with UNCC for Planning Assistance

· Mayor Becker pointed out the finalized scope of services from UNCC in the agenda packet and a letter he drafted in the form of an acceptance of the proposal.   Mayor Becker believed that David Walters and Ken Chilton would be putting together their curriculum as soon as the town approved the contract.  There should be something on next month’s agenda to begin interfacing with them if the $10,000 contract is approved by the council tonight.            

· Councilwoman Critz made a motion to approve the contract with UNCC and Councilwoman Mabe seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:


Ayes:  Blythe, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, Mabe, and Neill

Nays: None 
10.
Closed Session – Consultation with Town Attorney

· Mayor Becker explained that the council would have to make a motion to go into closed session to discuss legal matters regarding Bingham Holdings, LLC, et al VERSUS the Town of Mineral Springs; Town Clerk Vicky Brooks’ memo indicated that in order to get the legal advice on this particular matter, which is the only matter that the council could get legal advice on during the closed session they must make a motion to go into closed session for that reason.  Mayor Becker added that the council motion must state the name of the case.  Public members will be asked to wait in the parking lot or go home; the meeting will be reconvened after the closed session and what was done will be announced if it is something that they are able to talk about.   Councilwoman Neill made a motion to go into closed session to discuss the civil summons from Bingham Holdings, LLC et al VERSUS the Town of Mineral Springs and Councilwoman Critz seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:       



Ayes:  Blythe, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, Mabe, and Neill

Nays:  None

· CLOSED`SESSIONXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXCLOSED`SESSIONXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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· Councilman Countryman made a motion to re-open the general session and Councilwoman Critz seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:



Ayes:  Blythe, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, Mabe, and Neill

Nays: None

· Mayor Becker announced that the council received advice from the town attorney; deliberated on giving the attorneys direction and will retain Attorneys Clark, Griffin, and McCollum for further legal council on this matter.  

11.
Other Business

· There was no “other business” discussed.       

12.
Adjournment

· Councilman Countryman made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Councilman Blythe seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:



Ayes:  Blythe, Countryman, Critz, Cureton, Mabe, and Neill

Nays: None

· The meeting was adjourned at 9:09. 

· The next scheduled meeting will be at 7:30 p.m. on August 11, 2005 at the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department.  

Respectfully submitted by:

_______________________________

__________________________



Vicky A. Brooks, Town Clerk


Frederick Becker III, Mayor
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