Town of Mineral Springs  

Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department  

5804 Waxhaw Highway  

Town Council

Regular Meeting

March 09, 2006 ~ 7:30 PM 

Minutes 
The Town Council of the Town of Mineral Springs, North Carolina, met in Regular Session at the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department, Mineral Springs, North Carolina, at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, March 09, 2006.
Present:
Mayor Frederick Becker III, Councilman Jerry Countryman, Councilman Woody Faulk, Councilwoman Alice Mabe, Councilwoman Peggy Neill, Town Clerk Vicky Brooks, Tax Collector Libby Andrews-Henson, and Town Attorney Bobby Griffin.
Absent:
Mayor Pro Tem Janet Critz and Councilwoman Lundeen Cureton.
Visitors:
Barbara Faulk and CPA Robert M. Burns.
 With a quorum present Mayor Becker called the Regular Town Council Meeting of March 9, 2006 to order at 7:36 p.m.
1.
Opening 
· Councilwoman Mabe provided the invocation.
· Pledge of Allegiance.

2.
Public Comments
· There were no public comments.
3.
Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes from January 23, 2006 and February 9, 2006 
· Councilman Faulk made a motion to approve the January 23, 2006 minutes and the February 9, 2006 as written and Councilwoman Mabe seconded.   The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes: Countryman, Faulk, Mabe, and Neill 

Nays: None 
· Mayor Becker announced that Councilwoman Critz was absent due to family conflicts and Councilwoman Cureton was absent due to complications from foot surgery.
4.
 Tax Collector’s Report 

· Libby Andrews-Henson report on the January 2006 property taxes as follows:          

	Property Tax Year
	Additional Collections
	Adjust-ments
	Actual Tax Collected
	Total Tax Collected
	Balance

Due
	Properties Remaining

	1999
	$       0.00
	$    0.00
	$       0.00
	$  25,500.34
	$   219.08
	  14

	2000
	$       0.00
	$    0.00
	$       0.00
	$  34,166.16
	$   255.07
	  22

	2001
	$       0.00
	$    0.00
	$       0.00
	$  36,397.99
	$   294.19
	  29

	2002
	$     46.91
	$  15.86
	$     31.05
	$  36,158.54
	$   818.19
	  49

	2003
	$     65.09
	$  14.10
	$     50.99
	$  34,280.37
	$   563.19
	  49

	2003 Annex
	$     42.51
	$  11.09
	$     31.42
	$       856.12
	$   104.63
	  25

	2004
	$   119.38
	$  23.48
	$     95.60
	$  41,237.49
	$1,631.99
	112

	2005*
	$6,508.15
	$  22.13
	$6,486.02
	$  44,219.44
	$5,579.25
	289

	Totals
	$6,782.04
	$  86.66
	$6,695.08
	$252,816.45
	$9,465.59
	589


      * There was a $3.77 discovery.
· Councilman Countryman made a motion approve the January 2006 tax report and Councilwoman Neill seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  

Ayes:  Countryman, Faulk, Mabe, and Neill

Nays:  None
· Libby Andrews-Henson reported on the February 2006 property taxes as follows:

	Property Tax Year
	Additional Collections
	Adjust-ments
	Actual Tax Collected
	Total Tax Collected
	Balance

Due
	Properties 

	1999
	$    0.00
	$  0.00
	$    0.00
	$  25,500.34
	$   219.08
	  14

	2000
	$    0.00
	$  0.00
	$    0.00
	$  34,166.16
	$   255.07
	  22

	2001
	$  17.78
	$  8.02
	$    9.76
	$  36,407.75
	$   284.43
	  28

	2002
	$  16.79
	$  7.03
	$    9.76
	$  36,168.30
	$   808.43
	  48

	2003
	$  17.34
	$  6.49
	$  10.85
	$  34,291.22
	$   552.34
	  49

	2003 Annex
	$    0.00
	$  0.00
	$    0.00
	$       856.12
	$   104.63
	  25

	2004
	$  77.77
	$24.54
	$  53.23
	$  41,290.72
	$1,578.76
	108

	2005
	$389.23
	$10.03
	$379.20
	$  44,219.44
	$5,200.05
	275

	Totals
	$518.91
	$34.57
	$432.43
	$252,900.05
	$9,002.79
	569


· A list of the unpaid property taxes for 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2003 Annexation, and 2004 was included with the tax reports. 
· Councilwoman Neill made a motion approve the February 2006 tax report and Councilman Faulk seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  

Ayes:  Countryman, Faulk, Mabe, and Neill

Nays:  None
· Libby Andrews-Henson reported that there was a duplicate property tax refund in the amount of $4.45 for Mr. Charles Bowden.  Mayor Becker pointed out that it was an $8.74 gross refund with $4.29 being applied to delinquent taxes for a net refund of $4.45.
· Councilman Countryman made a motion to approve the duplicate tax refund in the amount of $8.74 less delinquent tax of $4.29 leaving the refund in the amount of $4.45 and Councilwoman Mabe seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes:  Countryman, Faulk, Mabe, and Neill

Nays:  None
5.
 Finance Officer’s Report
· Mayor Becker pointed out that the Citizens South (formerly Trinity Bank) bank statement was included in the finance report and the remaining statements were handed out at this meeting.  The cash flow report for the month of February 2006 shows that a quarterly cable franchise payment was received in the amount of $3,163.00.  Expenditures included two months of payments (due to late billing) to Centralina Council of Governments and a $1,537.00 payment toward the $10,000 UNCC contract.  It was a routine month; the budget shows that we are within budget on all accounts. Councilman Faulk made a motion to approve the finance report as presented and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes:  Countryman, Faulk, Mabe, and Neill

Nays:  None

6.
Presentation of the Audit Report
· Mr. Burns thanked the council for letting him do the audit last year and reported that there were no problems.  Mr. Burns commented that he was available to answer questions or concerns.  Mayor Becker pointed out that there were no unconformities; the auditor can show good reconciliation between the town’s internal reports and what the audit has.  Mr. Burns pointed out that the audit report cannot be issued until the Local Government Commission (LGC) approves it.  Mr. Burns added that the LGC requires an electronic report to be filed as well, which is used for statistical information.  The statistical information on North Carolina Municipalities can be viewed on the State Treasurers website.      
· See Item 8, bullet 2 for approval of the audit report.                   
7.
Waxhaw Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department
· Mayor Becker explained that Chief Don Gaddy was putting out a fire at the present time and the council would return to this item later in the meeting.
· See Item #12, bullet 2 for the adoption of R-2006-02.  
8.
Union County Arts Council
· Ms. Barbara Faulk explained that this was her first request to the Town of Mineral Springs.  Ms. Faulk will also be visiting all of the other municipalities in the county to make a “Cinderella” request and respectfully ask for consideration to help them with the Arts Programs/Services here in Union County.  This is a 26-year-old non-profit organization with a mission to promote the arts as an essential component of community life.  The Union County Arts Council has been very successful with many programs over the years; the Blooming Arts Festival is one of those (it was discontinued at the end of last year).  Ms. Faulk commented that the funding request would help with programs that directly impact the residents/citizens of Mineral Springs.  The $518.00 request is based on the 2004 census population of 1728 x 30¢ and has been broken down specifically to the Parkwood cluster, which serves students in Mineral Springs.  Ms. Faulk pointed out that a detailed description of what they have done in 2005-2006 as far as arts and education is in the agenda packet.  North Carolina Standards for Education has cut arts and education dramatically and students are not able to receive the arts programming as they once did.   Union County Arts Council is able to provide students programs that have earned them quite a reputation across the state for being an excellent arts program and enhancement of education for all public school students.  Union County Arts Council promotes quality of life and economic development.  Councilwoman Neill asked if they received any funding from the county or if they have applied for any grants.  Ms. Faulk responded that they do receive funding from the county and they receive state grants (matching funds) from the North Carolina Department of Cultural Resource as an arts organization.  Councilman Faulk commented that there are some people who do not believe that government should be involved with arts, etc. (should stick to government type things), but he has been involved with the Union County Arts Council for a long time and believes the keyword is the quality of life.  Councilman Faulk encouraged the council to do something like this for it.    Councilwoman Neill commented that as a small town we don’t have the resources to establish an arts council and thought that it was important to support an organization that is long established and well run; a very good asset for the community at large (entire county).  Mayor Becker interjected (as the finance officer) that the council had three options: consider this request as part of our budgeting process for the 2006-2007 fiscal year, consider a specific funding level of the $518 at this time for this current year, or we could let Barbara know that we’d like to sort of defer and see what we get by the end of the fiscal year and see if we can allocate for it this fiscal year.  Councilwoman Mabe commented that it was a very reasonable figure, but she didn’t want to short change any of the other agencies that the town has been giving to on an annual basis, so it may be best to defer.  Mayor Becker added that it sounded like the council is fairly committed to supporting the organization.  There may be funds available for the current fiscal year; other requests normally come in the May meetings.  Councilman Faulk requested that the finance officer put together a list of what the town budgeted for agencies, in reference to what was done in the past.  Mayor Becker explained that the preliminary departmental appropriations figures for the next fiscal year will be presented next month and suggested that the council keep the Union County Arts Council in the back of their minds.  
· Mayor Becker announced that Town Clerk Vicky Brooks reminded him that although the audit report was handed out to the council last month, it was not approved.  As a formality, Mayor Becker would like to have it on record that the audit report was approved.  Councilman Countryman made a motion to approve the audit report and Councilwoman Neill seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes:  Countryman, Faulk, Mabe, and Neill

Nays:  None

9.
Consideration of Converting to a Consent Agenda
· Councilman Faulk explained that this was in no way, shape, or form an indication that we need to take anything away from the public; the information is available on the website on a monthly basis or it can be requested of Town Clerk Vicky Brooks.  Councilman Faulk recommended that the council consider placing the minutes, the finance report, and tax report into a consent agenda.  Certain zoning and subdivision ordinance word changes could also be in the consent agenda.  Any item that is on the consent agenda could be pulled out by any member of the council (or the mayor) if that particular item needed further discussion; this item would be voted on separately from the other consent agenda items.  Councilman Faulk mentioned that he understood that there is a timing issue for Libby to get the tax reports to the council and it might be best to do everything one month in arrears (within a two-month guideline); the council got the report tonight and listened to the reading, but they surely didn’t give it the attention that maybe they should have.  The finance reports don’t always have all of the bank statements available in time for the agenda packet; therefore it too could follow the two-month in arrears guideline.  Councilman Faulk explained that there are going to be a lot of important issues to consider and their time would be well spent on those issues as opposed to the routine things that they look at on a month to month basis.  Councilman Faulk commented that the consent agenda would not take away from the fact that we have to be prudent with the money and how it is spent.  Councilman Faulk made a motion that we go to a consent agenda type agenda beginning next month.  Mayor Becker asked Ms. Henson for any input she might have on the matter.  Ms. Henson replied that it would be good for her, because she can’t always get the report done in the eight to nine days available; the tax report is completed after the finance report has been completed for balancing purposes (it is balanced to the penny every month).  Councilwoman Neill pointed out that two months of tax reports was given tonight in under ten minutes and commented that she did not see how shaving off ten minutes would free up valuable time and asked “for what”.  Councilman Faulk responded that it was more than time, it was to put the things on the table that needed the longest discussion and it will also streamline the meetings.  Attorney Bobby Griffin offered that the written report is what is important; it is not somebody coming up and talking.  The written form is what is approved and entered into the minutes.  The council continued discussion on how converting to a consent agenda would work.    Councilman Faulk commented that Ms. Brooks had just pointed out something to him that might work just as well.  Councilman Faulk explained that the minutes were not read tonight; there was a motion and they were approved right there.  If the council just keeps the items on the agenda, but instead of reading anything the question could be asked if anyone had any questions; if there were no questions then the report would just be approved (like the minutes are).   Councilman Faulk withdrew his earlier motion that we go to a consent agenda.  Councilman Faulk made a motion to waive the requirement of the tax collector and finance officer to verbally present the report and that the council receives a full package of both finance and tax reports on at least a sixty day period so that we would be no more than two months in arrears when reviewing the package from the tax collector and finance person and Councilwoman Mabe seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows: 
Ayes:  Countryman, Faulk, Mabe, and Neill

Nays:  None
10.
Consideration of Purchasing a Steeplechase Brochure Advertisement
· Mayor Becker explained that the town used to get a credit on the advertisement because we are a corporate sponsor; however, the allocation of proceeds is different this year.  If the town wants a full page ad the cost will be $300 as opposed to the $175 that was paid last year.  Mayor Becker felt that there is an advantage; it looks like we are possibly getting a conservation buyer in Mineral Springs of approximately 75 acres, which may not be in response to that ad, but that type of philosophy is being expressed.  “It’s our brand”.  Councilwoman Neill commented that it was “our mission”.  Mayor Becker asked whether we want to publicize the town again this way at that cost.  Councilwoman Mabe suggested that the wording be changed from last year’s ad on the part that says “being a part of our community” to something more exciting where it highlights that this is a vital part of the community representing what we are.  After a brief discussion there was a consensus of the council to use the words “vital contribution”.  Councilwoman Neill made a motion to approve the $300 black/white full page ad for the Queen’s Cup Steeplechase and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:  
Ayes:  Countryman, Faulk, Mabe, and Neill

Nays:  None
11.
Update on Releasing a Section of Land from the Monroe-Mineral Springs Annexation Agreement
· Mayor Becker reported that another landowner has made an appointment with Monroe Planning Director Wayne Herron to discuss two hundred+ acres immediately south of the Highway 84 corner at Rocky River Road.  This property owner wishes to come into Monroe and be released from Mineral Springs.   Mayor Becker received an email from Mr. Herron asking for a meeting with him and their Zoning Administrator (consultant) Bill Duston on March 17th to discuss the terms of amending the agreement; it appears that it may be a larger amendment than originally proposed.  Mayor Becker requested input from the council on whether or not they would consider giving up “a whole five square miles or something”.    The council expressed concerns over high residential density affecting taxes/schools, retail competition as they get closer to Highway 75, and setting a precedent for any future releases.  Mayor Becker pointed out that this whole agreement expires in less than five years now and Mineral Springs would want to make sure that Monroe is willing to renew the agreement on terms that are mutually favorable; the annexation agreement is a very good thing.  Mayor Becker will report the outcome of the meeting with Monroe’s staff to the council next month.             
12.
Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance Update
· Councilwoman Critz was absent, but it was reported to Mayor Becker that she would be attending a meeting on the 15th.  Councilman Countryman suggested that this item be tabled until next month.
· Although Chief Gaddy had not returned, Mayor Becker suggested that the council look at his resolution request.  Mayor Becker explained that the Waxhaw Fire Department is making the same request (going to a tax district) of the county commissioners that Springs Fire Department has made.  Mineral Springs, as a municipality, is served by the Waxhaw Fire Department in the newly annexed areas, a small portion of Waxhaw/Indian Trail Road on the north side, as well as a portion of John Shannon’s farm.  Therefore Waxhaw is required to get Mineral Springs to sign off on the exact same resolution as the one that was done for the Springs Fire Department.  Councilman Countryman made a motion to adopt the resolution (R-2006-02) and Councilman Faulk seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
Ayes:  Countryman, Faulk, Mabe, and Neill

Nays:  None

· The resolution is as follows:

TOWN OF MINERAL SPRINGS 

RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR

 WAXHAW COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

AND RESCUE SQUAD’S

 CONVERSION TO A FIRE SERVICE DISTRICT

 UNDER G.S. 153A-300

R-2006-02

WHEREAS, the County of Union is considering fire funding under G.S. 153 to replace the current Fire Fee District Program that has a maximum $50.00 fee; and

WHEREAS, under the Waxhaw Community Volunteer Fire Department and Rescue Squad Incorporated current budget and the districts estimated taxable property value and with the inclusion of sales tax distribution, the tax rate is estimated at three cents per $100.00 valuation; and

WHEREAS, certain portions of the Town Of Mineral Springs lie within the Waxhaw Fire District and are served by the Waxhaw Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department; and

WHEREAS, establishment of this Fire Service District allows the taxpayers in the Town of Mineral Springs to receive fire service paid for by their own tax dollars; and

WHEREAS, the moneys collected for Fire Service District under G.S. 153A-300 will be used to provide fire service within the Fire Service District and will not be reallocated to another county fund or program.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Town of Mineral Springs supports the Waxhaw Community Volunteer Fire Department and Rescue Squad Incorporated initiative to convert from a Fire Fee District to its own Fire Service District under G.S. 153A-300 et seq.



ADOPTED this 9th day of March, 2006.




________________________________

Mayor Frederick Becker III

Attest: 

____________________________________

Vicky A. Brooks, Town Clerk

13.
Other Business
· There was no other business.              
14.
Adjournment 
· Councilwoman Mabe made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Councilwoman Neill seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes:  Countryman, Faulk, Mabe, and Neill

Nays:  None

· The meeting was adjourned at 8:59 p.m.
· The next scheduled meeting will be at 7:30 p.m. on April 13, 2006 at the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department.  

Respectfully submitted by:

_______________________________

__________________________



Vicky A. Brooks, Town Clerk


Frederick Becker III, Mayor
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