Town of Mineral Springs  

Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department  

5804 Waxhaw Highway  

Town Council

Special Meeting

September 28, 2006 ~ 7:30 PM 

Minutes 
The Town Council of the Town of Mineral Springs, North Carolina, met in Special Session at the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department, Mineral Springs, North Carolina, at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, September 28, 2006.

Present:
Mayor Frederick Becker III, Councilman Jerry Countryman, Councilwoman Lundeen Cureton, Councilman Woody Faulk, Councilwoman Peggy Neill, and Town Clerk Vicky Brooks.

Absent:
Mayor Pro Tem Janet Critz.
Visitors:
Valerie Coffey and Korey Drew.
 With a quorum present Mayor Becker called the Special Town Council Meeting of September 28, 2006 to order at 7:36 p.m.

1. 
Opening

· Councilwoman Cureton delivered the invocation.

· Pledge of Allegiance.

2.
Harrington Hall Final Plat Presentation
· Mayor Becker explained the final plat approval for Harrington Hall was ready.  The subdivision has worked out to have twenty six lots, with 7.3 acres of common open space to be conveyed the Town of Mineral Springs at no cost, and 3.59 acres of additional property in the back that the town will be in a position to purchase at the  $11,900 per acre price.  The final plat that the council received this evening is a revised version with the typos changed (Herrington Hall vs. Harrington Hall); McClain Lane has been changed to Harrington Place, and the septic fields (13 & 14) have been separated, because it was just one big field when it was flagged by the county, but because they are serving separate lots the technicality says they have to meet the indicated setbacks.  Mayor Becker confirmed that the roads are complete, paved, and done to DOT standards; therefore, no construction bond is required.  Union County has issued a letter to Zoning Administrator Nadine Bennett certifying that the septic locations meet the criteria.  A letter of credit in the amount of $15,900 is still needed.  A letter has been received from First Trust Bank confirming that they are financing the Harrington Hall project and intend to provide a $15,900 Letter of Credit for the benefit of the Town of Mineral Springs.  The First Trust Bank letter states that the Letter of Credit was intended to be provided today; however, it appears that it will not be available until Friday or Monday.  Mayor Becker explained that Zoning Administrator Nadine Bennett has suggested to him that in the interest of time the council could approve the final plat pending the Letter of Credit, with the understanding that the plat would not be released until the Letter of Credit was actually received.    
· Councilman Countryman made a motion to approve the Harrington Hall Final Plat on the contingency that the bond (road maintenance) is provided and Councilwoman Cureton seconded. The motion passed unanimously as follows: 
Ayes:   Countryman, Cureton, Faulk, and Neill

Nays:  None

3.
Interview of Town Council Applicant and Consideration of Appointing a New Town Council Member
· Mayor Becker explained that the town had gone through the process a month and a half ago of sending out cards looking for applicants; there was some interest in applications, but only one application came back completed and that was from Valerie Coffey.  Ms. Valerie Coffey commented that she has been in this area for fourteen years, she is the Director of a Beauty College in Charlotte overseeing seven employees, she has served on the Mineral Springs Planning Board and is looking forward to serving the Town of Mineral Springs in any way she can in keeping it compliant with the desires of the constituents whom we serve.  Mayor Becker thanked Ms. Coffey for applying for the position.  Mayor Becker also noted that Town Clerk Vicky Brooks handed out a note from Councilwoman Critz giving her feelings about Valerie Coffey.  Councilwoman Neill commented that Valerie Coffey is a very hard working member of our planning board; she has been involved since day one and was very involved with the UNCC project and supportive of that.  Councilwoman Neill liked what Ms. Coffey had to say in her application.  Ms. Coffey will make an excellent council member; she will represent the vision/commitment that Alice had.  Councilman Faulk commented that he had served with Ms. Coffey on the planning board and the two things that he most appreciated were: Ms. Coffey is a professional in the way she acts; and she always spoke her mind and he never had a question about where she stood on anything.  Councilman Faulk added that Ms. Coffey always made her point and stood by it and that is important when you are on this side of the desk.  Councilman Faulk stated that he would support Ms. Coffey; however, while he supports Ms. Coffey, he still wishes that the council would have let the people vote on this versus the council appointing someone.  Councilman Faulk further commented that Councilwoman Critz had given them good reasons with her research, but he wanted his opinion to be in the minutes that he wished that the council could have let the people choose everybody that is around this table.  Councilman Countryman commented that he would second the comments made by Councilman Faulk.  Councilman Countryman explained that he was the one that made the motion that the council seat be filled or actually be left vacant until it could be filled by the elected body of the community and sadly that couldn’t happen because of our charter.  Councilman Countryman commented that he was very glad that Councilwoman Critz had the insight to research and point it out to all of us.  Councilman Countryman mentioned that he shared Councilman Faulk’s thoughts to let the community make that decision.  Councilman Countryman explained that he has attended a couple planning board meetings and was able to watch Ms. Coffey in action and was very pleased with her efforts in support of the town.  Councilman Countryman felt that Ms. Coffey has a very representative idea of the direction of this community and he is very supportive of accepting her as Alice’s replacement.  Councilwoman Neill commented that the council had options before them and she felt that as a council she believes they have made the right decision that she is proud of.  Councilwoman Neill made a motion to accept Valerie Coffey’s application as town council member of Mineral Springs and Councilman Countryman seconded.  Councilwoman Cureton commented that she is sure that Ms. Coffey is going to be the best; she puts her whole self into everything.  Councilwoman Cureton further commented that Ms. Coffey will be good; “even if we had voted, went out and got somebody, we couldn’t have found anybody any better”.  The motion passed unanimously as follows: 
Ayes:   Countryman, Cureton, Faulk, and Neill

Nays:  None

· Mayor Becker congratulated Ms. Coffey and explained that she would probably be sworn in at the beginning of the October meeting.     
4.
Adjournment 
· Councilman Faulk made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Councilman Countryman seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:

Ayes:   Countryman, Cureton, Faulk, and Neill

Nays:  None

· The meeting was adjourned at 7:49 p.m.

· The next scheduled meeting will be at 7:30 p.m. on October 12, 2006 at the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department.
Respectfully submitted by:

_______________________________

__________________________



Vicky A. Brooks, Town Clerk


Frederick Becker III, Mayor
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