Town of Mineral Springs

Planning Board

Special Meeting

Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire Department ~ Highway 75
April 27, 2009 ~ 7:00 PM

Minutes 
The Planning Board of the Town of Mineral Springs, North Carolina, met in Special Session at the Mineral Springs Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department, Mineral Springs, North Carolina, at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, April 27, 2009.

Present:
Chairman Robert Neill, Valerie Coffey, Bettylyn Krafft, Lisa McCoy, Steve Miner, Jack Moore, and Town Clerk/Zoning Administrator Vicky Brooks. 

Absent:
Wanda Glenn and Maureen Norman and Deputy Town Clerk Christina Squires.
Visitors:
Perry Blythe.

With a quorum present Chairman Neill called the Planning Board Special Meeting of April 27, 2009 to order at 7:00 p.m.     
1.
Opening
· Valerie Coffey delivered the invocation.
· Pledge of Allegiance.
2.
Consideration of Approving the March 16, 2009 Planning Board Minutes
· Valerie Coffey made a motion to approve the March 16, 2009 minutes as written and Jack Moore seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
   Ayes:  Coffey, Krafft, McCoy, Miner, Moore, and Neill   
                        Nays:  None  
3.
Consideration of a Revision to the Downtown Development Permit Submitted by the Blythe’s
· Due to an unanticipated change in their inventory needs, Mr. Perry Blythe of Blythe Company LLC, elected to bring in a separate temporary storage unit that would provide additional square footage.  Ms. Brooks wrote Mr. Blythe with notification that he had a noncompliant structure on the lot that was taking up required parking spaces.  Mr. Blythe applied for a revision to his original Downtown Development Permit.
· Mr. Steve Miner asked how the accessory structure was being used to  which Mr. Blythe explained that it was being utilized to store natural gas filter elements.  He explained that the elements are shipped 500 pieces at time on three 4x4 pallets and sometimes they stock as much as 1000 pieces of a particular item which equates to 6 pallets.  Mr. Blythe stated that if they were to store that amount of product in their current warehouse space then there wouldn’t be enough room for the other types of material they move in and out on a daily basis. 
· When asked about the amount of square footage in his current warehouse Mr. Blythe answered there is approximately 1800 – 2000 square feet.  The accessory structure is approximately 12 x 24 with 300 additional square feet which he stated was sufficient enough space to stack the pallets and prevent them from being stored in the middle of the warehouse as this would obstruct their use of the forklifts.
· With regards to parking, Ms. Brooks commented that 10 spaces for the office facility; 6 spaces for the employees and 1 space for the company vehicle should be required based on Mr. Blythe’s actual use.  Mr. Miner commented that he didn’t have as much of an issue with modifying the parking spaces as he did with the accessory structure itself and proceeded to inquire of Mr. Blythe as to whether he had considered offsite rental space prior to erecting the accessory structure.  Mr. Blythe replied that they have 2 off site rental spaces that are not forklift accessible.
· Mr. Jack Moore suggested building a permanent structure for storage that would blend with the rest of the facility to which Mr. Blythe said there is an issue with egress for the tractor trailers to pull in and out.  He added that the location of the accessory building is in what he considers to be the most logical spot because it doesn’t block access to the church that is adjacent to their property.  Ms. Bettylyn Krafft asked Ms. Brooks if, according to the ordinances, Mr. Blythe could increase the size of his current facility to add more warehouse space.  Ms. Brooks replied that she didn’t think he could but a separate permanent structure may be possible in the downtown overlay.  Ms. Krafft commented that she would prefer that an excess storage building be further behind the facility and out of sight.  Ms. Brooks noted this might not be possible because there is a tree directly behind the building.

· Ms. Brooks told Mr. Blythe that he could opt to have his application go on to the Town Council with an unfavorable recommendation from the Planning Board or he could choose to come back to the Planning Board at another point in time with something that will comply with the ordinances.  Mr. Blythe said he wanted more time to do some research and to make certain that if he comes back again or applies for another permit that he won’t run in to obstacles.

· The Planning Board table consideration of a revision to the downtown development permit.   
4.        Consideration of Approving a Final Plat  for Copper Run
· Ms. Brooks spoke about how the town’s greenway is adjacent to the Copper Run subdivision and that approval of the final plat is part of the process for Mineral Springs to get their Clean Water Management Trust Fund Grant.  Currently there are lots that aren’t recorded and can’t be recorded until the road is completed.  The Planning Board will ask the Town Council for a modification to not require the developer to put in a road so the plat can be recorded because without this modification the Town Council can’t approve the final plat.
· Bettylyn Krafft made a motion to approve the Copper Run final plat with the contingency of Town Council’s approval of the modification and Jack Moore seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
   Ayes:  Coffey, Krafft, McCoy, Miner, Moore, and Neill   
                        Nays:  None  
5.        Discussion of Lighting Ordinance
· There was a consensus of the Planning Board to not change the lighting ordinance by much and to wait for Ms. Brooks to do some research and present text amendments for their consideration.
6.       Adjournment
· Bettylyn Krafft made a motion to adjourn and Jack Moore seconded.  The motion passed unanimously as follows:
   Ayes:   Coffey, Krafft, McCoy, Miner, Moore, and Neill   
   Nays:  None
· The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
· The next scheduled meeting is Tuesday, May 19, 2009 at the Mineral Springs Town Hall at 7:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by:

Christina Squires, Deputy Town Clerk


Robert Neill, Chairman
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